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in Australia no one need wince "under the patronising notice
of a great personage." In the argument of Parkes, Australia
was extolled as a land of freedom, freedom in particular from
the social inhibitions of England, from the weight of its past
and from the rule of its aristocracy. Such sentiment was
even more emphatically expressed by the zealous band of
Australian republicans, inspired and tutored for a time in
the nineties by the Sydney Bulletin.
With the coming of the twentieth century changes took
place in these attitudes, especially when the great era of
social reform began with the accession to power of the
British Liberals in 1905. To democrats in the Dominions it
became increasingly evident that Britain could give distin-
guished leadership in devising the institutions of social
democracy, and the force of that circumstance grew stronger
as the opportunities on the frontiers of the Dominions con-
tracted with, the maturing of their economies. Whereas
previously they had prided themselves, especially Australia
and New Zealand, on a more rapid prowess in democratic
institutions, they now increasingly looked, under the pressures
of a growing industrialism, to the example set by Britain in
national social services. Moreover the gradual supersession
of the traditional ruling class brought the democracy of the
British Isles closer in character to that of the Dominions,
Thus, while the old type of colonial loyalty was weakening
and disappearing under the attrition of time, the foundations
were being laid of a deeper understanding between democratic
communities sharing somewhat similar problems and deriving
political nutriment from the same philosophy of life. Colla-
boration in the two world wars of the twentieth century
strengthened their sense of a common goal.
In this new consciousness of a mental unity which
characterizes the modern British Commonwealth, the demo-
cracy of the United States in some measure shares. In the
nineteenth century it also had prided itself on the superiority
of its institutions to the aristocratic regime of Britain. It
also associated its democratic order with abundant material
opportunity, free land, an open frontier, and highly paid
labour. Hence it looked with something almost like contempt